
 

 

2020 Required Summer Reading for  

9th Grade Students 

 

To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee  

Set in the small Southern town of Maycomb, Alabama, during the 

Depression, To Kill a Mockingbird follows three years in the life of 

8-year-old Scout Finch, her brother, Jem, and their father, Atticus--

three years punctuated by the arrest and eventual trial of a young 

black man accused of raping a white woman. Though her story 

explores big themes, Harper Lee chooses to tell it through the eyes 

of a child. The result is a tough and tender novel of race, class, 

justice, and the pain of growing up. 

 

 

Excerpted from: http://www.amazon.com 

You may either purchase the paperback novel or download the e-book. 

 

Before Reading: 

 Watch the YouTube video about Harper Lee: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5N3_wsjW7AY 

 Read the Historical Context of To Kill a Mockingbird from the National Endowment 

for the Arts:  

http://www.neabigread.org/books/mockingbird/mockingbird03.php 
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During Reading: Answer the following questions in complete sentences as you read, annotate, 

and highlight your novel.  

1. What is the setting of the novel? 

 

2. Why does Scout’s teacher, Miss Caroline, get mad at Scout? 

 

3. Why does Miss Caroline scream when she enters the classroom?  

 

4. What does Scout find in the live oaks?  

 

5. What is wrong with Tim Johnson?    

 

6. Why and how does Jem retaliate against Mrs. Dubose? 

 

7. What do Jem and Scout find under Scout’s bed?  

 

8. Why do the men from Old Sarum, who come to the jail, leave? 

 

9. Describe the courthouse on the day of the trial. 

 

10. Tom could not have committed the crime of which he is accused.  How does the reader 

know this? 

 

Characters: Write the name of the character indicated by each phrase. 

Narrates the novel  

Stabbed his father with a pair of scissors  

Wouldn't take money from Miss Caroline  

Only comes to Maycomb during the summer  

Pretends to be drunk  

Is accused of raping Mayella Ewell  

Has his arm broken during the attack  

Tells Calpurnia that Jem and Scout don’t belong at the black 

church    
 

Puts cement in the knothole in the live oaks  

Suggests that Scout take a walk in someone else’s skin 

before judging 
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After Reading:  Harper Lee created a commentary on society as she saw it when the novel 

was published in 1960.  Respond to one of the following prompts.  Your response should be 

less than 200 words yet demonstrate your understanding of the novel.  Be sure to include 

specific references to the text in support of your thesis.    

 

 What changes have evolved in America’s attitudes toward race? What injustices 

remain? 

 Describe Scout’s “pain while growing up.” 

 Is Scout’s father a failure or a hero? 

 

 

 

 

Remember: 

 Always read over your finished work! 

 Type your responses. 

 Double space. 

 Times New Roman or Arial – Font –Size 12 

 Send your work through spell and grammar check. 

 Put heading on top left of your paper                   

 Do not “share” any work with your peers. 
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