


Riviera Preparatory School 
Summer Reading Directions 

Please note that ALL Riviera Preparatory Students must complete two books and related 
activities.  Required reading and activities must be completed over the summer and brought to 
school on the first day of class. All 6th through 11th grade students will need to read the required 
selections and complete the activity for that novel.  Then, the second novel for most students will 
be a selection of the students’ choice from a list of suggested reading novels.  Some students in 
high school will see a second required novel.  Students will complete an additional activity for that 
novel during the first week of the academic year. 

• Do not print the entire pdf.

• From the table of contents page, click on the name of the course that corresponds with your
English level/course for the upcoming academic year.  You will then go directly to your
assignments.

• Print using a PDF Creator rather than your home printer
in which you select only the pages relevant to your
assignment.  [e.g. for 6th grade print to PDF only pages
5-10]

• Save it as your Lastname.Firstname Summer Reading
on your home computer or tablet.  [Now you can type
directly into any fillable pages, save to your tablet, and
print the pages you have completed in your home printer.
You will submit the printed document to your teacher the
first day of school.]

• You will find an overview of the text and related assignments for the required reading
book/s and the list of reading options from which you will select the second book to read
over the summer.   Be sure all pages have your full first and last name.

See you the first day of school!
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Grade 6 
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Grade 8 
Grade 9
Grade 9 Honors 
Grade 10
Grade 10 Honors
Grade 11
Grade 11 Honors
Grade 12 and 12 Honors
AP English Language and Composition 
AP English Literature and Composition
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2017 REQUIRED SUMMER READING 
FOR ALL GRADE 6 STUDENTS  

Wonder by R. J. Palacio 
August Pullman was born with a facial deformity that, up until now, 
has prevented him from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th 
grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as 
an ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s 
extraordinary face. Wonder, a New York Times bestseller and 
included on the Texas Bluebonnet Award master list, begins from 
Auggie’s point of view but soon switches to include his classmates, 
his sister, her boyfriend, and others. These perspectives converge in 
a portrait of one community’s struggle with empathy, compassion, 
and acceptance. 

Excerpted from: http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-
keywords=wonder  

Remember: 
• Always read over your finished work!
• Type your responses.
• Send your work through spell and grammar check.
• Times New Roman or Arial – Font –Size 12
• Double space
• Heading on top left of your paper
• Label each section (Before, During, After).
• Do not “share” any work with your peers.

John Doe 

Teacher Name (leave blank for now) 

English  

24 August 2015 

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=wonder
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=wonder


BEFORE 

• Watch YouTube Video interview with author R. J. Palacio:

http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=bibliostar.tv+%5d&qpvt=bibliostar.tv%5d&FORM=
VDRE#view=detail&mid=F48F466DFBAF425A5A1CF48F466DFBAF425A5A1C

• Watch the trailer for Wonder

http://choosekind.tumblr.com/video  

• Meet a real Auggie – with a facial cranial condition – Peter –

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9c0tEtP2j14 

• Write a paragraph (5 – 8 sentences) about what it must be like for children who are
physically deformed but are intellectually and emotionally just like other kids.

http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=bibliostar.tv+%5d&qpvt=bibliostar.tv%5d&FORM=VDRE#view=detail&mid=F48F466DFBAF425A5A1CF48F466DFBAF425A5A1C
http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=bibliostar.tv+%5d&qpvt=bibliostar.tv%5d&FORM=VDRE#view=detail&mid=F48F466DFBAF425A5A1CF48F466DFBAF425A5A1C
http://choosekind.tumblr.com/video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9c0tEtP2j14
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=yIhAWjuTEEaiBM&tbnid=VpZhOQjEb4BR6M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.wpclipart.com/space/astronaut/astronaut_helmet.png.html&ei=a7iDUY6OCpHC9QTmrICwBA&bvm=bv.45960087,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNEhFoNTvyqjQonGKWVqlM9Q9yfNqQ&ust=1367673297277603


During 

A. The book has many thematic topics.  Answer the questions that coincide with two (2) of the
themes listed below.  Be careful!  Each theme has several questions; make sure you answer
all of them.

1. Family Relationships
a. How does Via react to Auggie’s deformity, and how is she affected?
b. She says, “I’m always going to be the sister of a kid with a birth defect; that’s not the

issue.  I just don’t always want to be defined that way.” (91)  What does she mean by this
statement?

2. Friendship – Discuss the characteristics of a good friend.
a. Which of Auggie’s friends demonstrates these qualities?
b. What characteristics of a good friend does Auggie possess?
c. How does Auggie’s ability to be “comfortable in his own skin” make it easier for his

friends and family to relate to him?
3. Overcoming Challenges – Auggie’s attendance at Beecher Prep creates issues for students,
parents, teachers, and the principal.

a. What are some of the challenges that arise?
b. How does each group of individuals overcome the challenges?
c. What role does Auggie play in either helping or hurting the situation?
d. In Mr. Tushman’s speech at the end of the year, he shares this quote, “Always try to be a

little kinder than necessary.”  How does being kind help someone overcome challenges?
4. Bullying – Kids who are different are almost always picked on in some way.

a. How does Auggie know the first time he meets Julian that he will be a bully?
b. In what subtle ways does Julian bully Auggie?
c. What purpose does Julian have in bullying Jack?
d. What power does Julian have to force the other students to join in his cruelty toward

Auggie and Jack?
e. What is Auggie’s response to the bullying?

5. Betrayal – Auggie and Jack are great friends; they laugh together, talk about
anything and everything, and feel comfortable together.
a. Why does Jack betray Auggie by talking about him behind his back?
b. How does Auggie feel when he hears what Jack has said?

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=yIhAWjuTEEaiBM&tbnid=VpZhOQjEb4BR6M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.wpclipart.com/space/astronaut/astronaut_helmet.png.html&ei=a7iDUY6OCpHC9QTmrICwBA&bvm=bv.45960087,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNEhFoNTvyqjQonGKWVqlM9Q9yfNqQ&ust=1367673297277603


After 

A. Select two characters from the novel.  Describe one character trait for each of them.
Then give two examples of evidence from the novel that supports this character trait.

Character Character 

Trait Trait 

Evidence Evidence 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=yIhAWjuTEEaiBM&tbnid=VpZhOQjEb4BR6M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.wpclipart.com/space/astronaut/astronaut_helmet.png.html&ei=a7iDUY6OCpHC9QTmrICwBA&bvm=bv.45960087,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNEhFoNTvyqjQonGKWVqlM9Q9yfNqQ&ust=1367673297277603


After (continued) 

B. A precept is like a motto.  Mr. Browne’s precepts for each month are listed on pages
311-312 of the novel.  You can create your own or find one with which you identify.
Create a precept for you.

C. Write a paragraph (6-8 sentences) discussing why and how you plan to uphold your
precept in your daily life.

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=yIhAWjuTEEaiBM&tbnid=VpZhOQjEb4BR6M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.wpclipart.com/space/astronaut/astronaut_helmet.png.html&ei=a7iDUY6OCpHC9QTmrICwBA&bvm=bv.45960087,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNEhFoNTvyqjQonGKWVqlM9Q9yfNqQ&ust=1367673297277603


SUMMER READING “OF CHOICE” FOR 
FOR ALL GRADE 6 STUDENTS  

Please select and read one or more of the following books.  You may preview all of 
the books with the links provided.   

Bring your copy of the book the first day of school so you may schedule your 
informal book talk. You may bring either a paper or an electronic version of the book 
you select.  

The Cay by Theodore Taylor 

http://www.amazon.com/Cay-Laurel-Leaf-Books-Theodore-
Taylor/dp/044022912X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460637897&sr=8-1&keywords=the+cay 

The Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen 

http://www.amazon.com/Devils-Arithmetic-Puffin-Modern-
Classics/dp/0142401099/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460637920&sr=8-

1&keywords=the+devil%27s+arithmetic  

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor 

http://www.amazon.com/Roll-Thunder-Hear-My-
Cry/dp/0142401129/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460637939&sr=8-

1&keywords=roll+of+thunder+hear+my+cry  

Sounder by William H. Armstrong 

http://www.amazon.com/Sounder-William-H-
Armstrong/dp/0064400204/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460637959&sr=8-1&keywords=sounder 

http://www.amazon.com/Cay-Laurel-Leaf-Books-Theodore-Taylor/dp/044022912X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460637897&sr=8-1&keywords=the+cay
http://www.amazon.com/Cay-Laurel-Leaf-Books-Theodore-Taylor/dp/044022912X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460637897&sr=8-1&keywords=the+cay
http://www.amazon.com/Devils-Arithmetic-Puffin-Modern-Classics/dp/0142401099/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460637920&sr=8-1&keywords=the+devil%27s+arithmetic
http://www.amazon.com/Devils-Arithmetic-Puffin-Modern-Classics/dp/0142401099/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460637920&sr=8-1&keywords=the+devil%27s+arithmetic
http://www.amazon.com/Devils-Arithmetic-Puffin-Modern-Classics/dp/0142401099/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460637920&sr=8-1&keywords=the+devil%27s+arithmetic
http://www.amazon.com/Roll-Thunder-Hear-My-Cry/dp/0142401129/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460637939&sr=8-1&keywords=roll+of+thunder+hear+my+cry
http://www.amazon.com/Roll-Thunder-Hear-My-Cry/dp/0142401129/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460637939&sr=8-1&keywords=roll+of+thunder+hear+my+cry
http://www.amazon.com/Roll-Thunder-Hear-My-Cry/dp/0142401129/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460637939&sr=8-1&keywords=roll+of+thunder+hear+my+cry
http://www.amazon.com/Sounder-William-H-Armstrong/dp/0064400204/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460637959&sr=8-1&keywords=sounder
http://www.amazon.com/Sounder-William-H-Armstrong/dp/0064400204/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460637959&sr=8-1&keywords=sounder
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REQUIRED SUMMER READING FOR  

All GRADE 7 STUDENTS 

 

The Giver 
By Lois Lowry     

The Giver, the 1994 Newbery Medal winner, has become 

one of the most influential novels of our time. The haunting 

story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a 

seemingly ideal, if colorless, world of conformity and 

contentment. Not until he is given his life assignment as the 

Receiver of Memory does he begin to understand the dark, 

complex secrets behind his fragile community. Lois Lowry 

has written three companion novels to The Giver, including 

Gathering Blue, Messenger, and Son. 

 

Excerpted from:  http://www.amazon.com/    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read and highlight your book for character, theme, and important plot information. 

 

1. Complete the “Novel Study Form.” 

2. Select ONE of the two Creative Writing Assignments.  Aside from the written responses, 

be prepared to orally present your reflections to the class during the first week of school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.amazon.com/


 
NOVEL STUDY FORM 

 
Directions:  To remind yourself of what you have just read, answer the following – in 
sentences – using blue or black ink for posterity. 
 
TITLE:            
Author:            
 
Select the main (most significant) character in the work______________________________. 
Now find four quotations from the novel that describes either the character’s 
physical description and/or the character’s personality.   Please include page 
numbers. 
 
A. 
 
 
B. 
 
 
C. 
 
 
D. 
 
 

 
 
Select two significant minor characters, and in one sentence for each character, 
describe his/her personality. 
 
A. 
 
 
B. 
 
 

 
Select two main settings (time and place), and in one sentence describe each setting.  
Then, explain in one sentence the importance of the setting in the work.  In other 
words, explain how setting develops plot, character, conflict, or tone. 
 
A. 
 
 
B. 
 
 



 
 
In one paragraph of six-eight sentences, briefly outline the plot of the novel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
Select four quotations that are most important to this work.  After each quote, in one 
sentence explain why it is important to the work.  Include page numbers. 

A. 
 
 
B. 
 
 
C. 
 
 
D. 
 
 

 
 
 



Creative Writing Assignment 

Choose ONE of the two Creative Writing Assignments to complete.  Keep in mind that 
you will need to present your creation to the class during the first week of school. 

Tangible or Intangible Gifts 

Select a character and figure out what five things you believe your character most needs or 

wants.  On a sheet of blank computer paper or construction paper, draw pictures of these five 

items to represent these “gifts”.  Then write a one paragraph explanation of why you picked 

these five items out for him or her.  Make sure you explain why you chose these five items and 

for each item include one instance in the novel where your character may have used this item the 

most.   

Character Alphabet 

Choose the main character, Jonas, and then create sentences based on the alphabet scheme 
(A-Z: you must use each letter) that demonstrate your knowledge of the character.   You 
may create your character alphabet in the form of an alphabet book, on a poster board, or 
on a word document.  At least 13 of the 26 sentences should be accompanied by a 
photograph that depicts your sentence.   Your alphabet should be very neat, legible and 
creative.  You will be graded on effort and neatness.  Make sure your drawings are colorful. 

Example from The Lightning Thief: 

A Percy has a lot of problems in school as a result of his ADHD.  As it turns out, his ADHD is 
a mark that he is a demigod. 

B After narrowly escaping, Percy is able to defeat the Bull-man, otherwise known as the 
Minotaur. 

C In his attempt to escape from the Minotaur, Percy destroys Gabe’s prized possession, his 
yellow Camaro.   



SUMMER READING “OF CHOICE” FOR 
All GRADE 7 STUDENTS

Please select and read one or more of the following books.  You may preview all of 
the books with the links provided.   

Bring your copy of the book the first day of school so you may schedule your 
informal book talk. You may bring either a paper or an electronic version of the book 
you select.  

The Miracle Worker by William Gibson 

http://www.amazon.com/Miracle-Worker-Play-William-
Gibson/dp/1416590846/ref=sr_1_8?ie=UTF8&qid=1460639445&sr=8-

8&keywords=the+miracle+worker  

The Red Pony by John Steinbeck 

http://www.amazon.com/Red-Pony-Twentieth-Century-
Classics/dp/0140187391/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460639484&sr=8-

1&keywords=the+red+pony  

Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution by Ji-Li Jiang 

http://www.amazon.com/Red-Scarf-Girl-Cultural-
Revolution/dp/0064462080/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460639514&sr=8-

1&keywords=red+scarf+girl  

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 

http://www.amazon.com/Hunger-Games-Book-
1/dp/0439023521/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1460639571&sr=8-

3&keywords=the+hunger+games  

http://www.amazon.com/Miracle-Worker-Play-William-Gibson/dp/1416590846/ref=sr_1_8?ie=UTF8&qid=1460639445&sr=8-8&keywords=the+miracle+worker
http://www.amazon.com/Miracle-Worker-Play-William-Gibson/dp/1416590846/ref=sr_1_8?ie=UTF8&qid=1460639445&sr=8-8&keywords=the+miracle+worker
http://www.amazon.com/Miracle-Worker-Play-William-Gibson/dp/1416590846/ref=sr_1_8?ie=UTF8&qid=1460639445&sr=8-8&keywords=the+miracle+worker
http://www.amazon.com/Red-Pony-Twentieth-Century-Classics/dp/0140187391/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460639484&sr=8-1&keywords=the+red+pony
http://www.amazon.com/Red-Pony-Twentieth-Century-Classics/dp/0140187391/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460639484&sr=8-1&keywords=the+red+pony
http://www.amazon.com/Red-Pony-Twentieth-Century-Classics/dp/0140187391/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460639484&sr=8-1&keywords=the+red+pony
http://www.amazon.com/Red-Scarf-Girl-Cultural-Revolution/dp/0064462080/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460639514&sr=8-1&keywords=red+scarf+girl
http://www.amazon.com/Red-Scarf-Girl-Cultural-Revolution/dp/0064462080/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460639514&sr=8-1&keywords=red+scarf+girl
http://www.amazon.com/Red-Scarf-Girl-Cultural-Revolution/dp/0064462080/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460639514&sr=8-1&keywords=red+scarf+girl
http://www.amazon.com/Hunger-Games-Book-1/dp/0439023521/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1460639571&sr=8-3&keywords=the+hunger+games
http://www.amazon.com/Hunger-Games-Book-1/dp/0439023521/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1460639571&sr=8-3&keywords=the+hunger+games
http://www.amazon.com/Hunger-Games-Book-1/dp/0439023521/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1460639571&sr=8-3&keywords=the+hunger+games
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REQUIRED SUMMER READING FOR 
All GRADE 8 STUDENTS

The Call of the Wild 
By Jack London 

The Call of the Wild is a novel by Jack London published 
in 1903. The story is set in the Yukon during the 1890s 
Klondike Gold Rush—a period when strong sled dogs were 
in high demand. The novel's central character is a dog 
named Buck, a domesticated dog living at a ranch in the 
Santa Clara valley of California as the story opens. Stolen 
from his home and sold into the brutal existence of an 
Alaskan sled dog, he reverts to atavistic (primitive) traits. 
Buck is forced to adjust to, and survive, cruel treatments 
and fight to dominate other dogs in a harsh climate. 
Eventually he sheds the veneer of civilization, relying on 
primordial instincts and lessons he learns, to emerge as a 
leader in the wild. London lived for most of a year in the 
Yukon collecting material for the book. The story was 
serialized in the Saturday Evening Post in the summer of 
1903; a month later it was released in book form. The 
novel’s great popularity and success made a reputation for 
London. Much of its appeal derives from the simplicity 
with which London presents the themes in an almost 
mythical form. As early as 1908 the story was adapted to 

film and it has since seen several more cinematic adaptations 

Excerpted from:  http://www.amazon.com/    

Read and highlight your book for character, theme, and important plot information. 

1. Complete the “Novel Study Form.”
2. Select ONE of the two Creative Writing Assignments.  In addition to the written

responses, be prepared to present your reflections orally to the class during the first week
of school.

http://www.amazon.com/


Name: Date:____________ 

NOVEL STUDY FORM 

Directions:  To remind yourself of what you have just read, answer the following 
questions.  You may type your responses or hand write using blue or black ink (no 
pencil, please).  Please print and be ready to turn it in on the first day of school. 

TITLE:  
Author:  

Select the main (most significant) character in the work______________________________. 
Now find four quotations from the novel that describes either the character’s 
physical description and/or the character’s personality.   Please include page 
numbers. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Select two significant minor characters, and in one sentence for each character, 
describe his/her personality. 

A. 

B. 

Select two main settings (time and place), and in one sentence describe each setting.  
Then, explain in one sentence the importance of the setting in the work.  In other 
words, explain how setting develops plot, character, conflict, or tone. 

A. 

B.



Name: Date:____________ 

In one paragraph of six-eight sentences, briefly outline the plot of the novel. 

Select four quotations that are most important to this work.  After each quote, in one 
sentence explain why it is important to the work.  Include page numbers. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D.



Name: Date:____________ 

Creative Writing Assignment 

Choose ONE of the two Creative Writing Assignments to complete.  Keep in mind that 
you will need to present your creation to the class during the first week of school. 

Word Collage: 

You may create your word collage on a poster board or Wordle (http://www.wordle.net/).  
The title of the book should be in your collage.  Then look through magazines or the Internet 
for words, phrases, and sentences that illustrate or tell something about your book.  As you 
look, think in terms of the theme, setting, and plot lines, as well as characters.  Work to get 
fifty such words, phrases, or sentences so that the whole sheet of paper will be covered.  The 
visual impact of the collage should tell a potential reader a lot about the book.   You must 
print your word collage OVER a hand drawn picture that depicts the most important scene 
in the book.  Make sure your drawing is colorful.  Effort and neatness will be an important 
aspect of the assessment criteria.  Please make sure your name is on your collage. 

Character Alphabet 

Choose the main character, Buck, and then create sentences based on the alphabet scheme 
(A-Z: you must use each letter) that demonstrates your knowledge of the character.   You 
may create your character alphabet in the form of an alphabet book, on a poster board, or on 
a word document.  At least 10 of the 26 sentences should be accompanied by an image that 
depicts your sentence.   Your alphabet sentences should all be typed and your drawings 
should be neat, colorful, and creative.  Effort and neatness will be an important aspect of the 
assessment criteria.  Please make sure your name is on your assignment. 

Example from The Lightning Thief: 

A Percy has a lot of problems in school as a result of his ADHD.  As it turns out, his ADHD is a 
mark that he is a demigod. 

B After narrowly escaping, Percy is able to defeat the Bull-man, otherwise known as the 
Minotaur. 

C In his attempt to escape from the Minotaur, Percy destroys Gabe’s prized possession, his 
yellow Camaro.   



SUMMER READING “OF CHOICE” FOR 
GRADE 8 STUDENTS 

Please select and read one or more of the following books.  You may preview all of 
the books with the links provided.   

Bring your copy of the book the first day of school so you may schedule your 
informal book talk. You may bring either a paper or an electronic version of the book 
you select.  

Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson 

http://www.amazon.com/Treasure-Island-Dover-Thrift-Editions/dp/0486275590 

Night by Eli Wiesel 

http://www.amazon.com/NightElieWiesel/dp/0553272535/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1460579218&sr=8
-2&keywords=Night+weisel

The Pearl by John Steinbeck 

http://www.amazon.com/Pearl-John-
Steinbeck/dp/014017737X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460579503&sr=8-1&keywords=the+pearl  

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd 

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_c_0_19?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-
keywords=secret+life+of+bees&sprefix=secret+life+of+bees%2Caps%2C158  

Summer of My German Soldier by Bette Greene 

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_19?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-
keywords=summer+of+my+german+soldier&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Asummer+of+my+german+soldier 

http://www.amazon.com/Treasure-Island-Dover-Thrift-Editions/dp/0486275590
http://www.amazon.com/NightElieWiesel/dp/0553272535/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1460579218&sr=8-2&keywords=Night+weisel
http://www.amazon.com/NightElieWiesel/dp/0553272535/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1460579218&sr=8-2&keywords=Night+weisel
http://www.amazon.com/Pearl-John-Steinbeck/dp/014017737X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460579503&sr=8-1&keywords=the+pearl
http://www.amazon.com/Pearl-John-Steinbeck/dp/014017737X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460579503&sr=8-1&keywords=the+pearl
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_c_0_19?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=secret+life+of+bees&sprefix=secret+life+of+bees%2Caps%2C158
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_c_0_19?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=secret+life+of+bees&sprefix=secret+life+of+bees%2Caps%2C158
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_19?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=summer+of+my+german+soldier&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Asummer+of+my+german+soldier
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_19?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=summer+of+my+german+soldier&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Asummer+of+my+german+soldier


Click the button below 
to go back to the table 
of contents.



REQUIRED SUMMER READING 
GRADE 9, 10 and 11 STUDENTS 

The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 
Acclaimed by critics, beloved by readers of all ages, taught everywhere 
from inner-city grade schools to universities across the country, and 
translated all over the world, The House on Mango Street is the remarkable 
story of Esperanza Cordero. 

Told in a series of vignettes – sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply 
joyous – it is the story of a young Latina girl growing up in Chicago, 
inventing for herself who and what she will become. Few other books in 
our time have touched so many readers.

Excerpted from: http://www.amazon.com 

You may either purchase the paperback novel or download the e-book. 

Before Reading: Reflect in a free write (half page typed, double spaced) on one of the 
following ideas: 

During Reading: Answer the following questions in complete sentences as you read, annotate, and 
highlight your novel.  

1. What is the point of view of this book?

2. What’s in a name for Esperanza?

3. Who is Meme Ortiz? How old is he? How do you know?

4. What is Esperanza’s first job?

Growing up 
Hispanic 
means… 

Growing up 
poor 

means… 

Adolescence 
is a period of 
confusion… 

http://www.amazon.com/


5. What is a “witch woman”?

6. Why is Sally’s father strict with her?

7. What do you think Minerva tells in her poems?

8. How does the garden change when the monkey moves?

9. How do the girls feel about Mango Street?

10. What would you predict for Esperanza’s future?

After Reading: Respond to one of the following prompts.  Your response should be 200-225 
words and demonstrate your understanding of the novel.  Be sure to include specific references 
to the text in support of your thesis.    

• What did you learn of Hispanic culture, adolescence, and urban life from this book?

• Each individual vignette is short and often simple, but the impact of all of them together

is very powerful.  Explain.

• The character I’ll remember most from The House on Mango Street is _________.

Explain your answer.

Remember: 
• Always read over your finished work!
• Type your responses.
• Double space.
• Times New Roman or Arial – Font –Size 12
• Send your work through spell and grammar check.
• Put heading on top left of your paper
• Do not “share” any work with your peers.

John Doe 

Teacher Name (leave blank for now) 

English (enter your grade) 

21 August 2017 



SUMMER READING “OF CHOICE” FOR 
9th CP & Honors, 10th CP & Honors, and 11th CP (not Honors) 

English Students 

Please select and read one or more of the following books.  You may preview all of 
the books with the links provided.   

Bring your copy of the book the first day of school so you may schedule your 
informal book talk. You may bring either a paper or an electronic version of the book 
you select.  

The Chosen by Chaim Potok 

https://www.amazon.com/Chosen-Chaim-Potok-
ebook/dp/B01BCEPO58/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241429&sr=8-2&keywords=the+chosen 
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1&keywords=perks+of+being+a+wallflower 

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safran Foer 

https://www.amazon.com/Extremely-Incredibly-Close-Jonathan-
Safran/dp/0618329706/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1491241658&sr=8-1 

After the First Death by Robert Cormier 

https://www.amazon.com/After-First-Death-Robert-Cormier-
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https://www.amazon.com/After-First-Death-Robert-Cormier-book/dp/B00BRUQ4S4/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241738&sr=8-1&keywords=after+the+first+death
https://www.amazon.com/Looking-Alaska-John-Green-ebook/dp/B000YI1K0C/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241821&sr=8-3&keywords=looking+for+alaska
https://www.amazon.com/Looking-Alaska-John-Green-ebook/dp/B000YI1K0C/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241821&sr=8-3&keywords=looking+for+alaska


Click the button below 
to go back to the table 
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REQUIRED SUMMER READING 
GRADE 9, 10 and 11 STUDENTS 

The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 
Acclaimed by critics, beloved by readers of all ages, taught everywhere 
from inner-city grade schools to universities across the country, and 
translated all over the world, The House on Mango Street is the remarkable 
story of Esperanza Cordero. 

Told in a series of vignettes – sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply 
joyous – it is the story of a young Latina girl growing up in Chicago, 
inventing for herself who and what she will become. Few other books in 
our time have touched so many readers.

Excerpted from: http://www.amazon.com 

You may either purchase the paperback novel or download the e-book. 

Before Reading: Reflect in a free write (half page typed, double spaced) on one of the 
following ideas: 

During Reading: Answer the following questions in complete sentences as you read, annotate, and 
highlight your novel.  

1. What is the point of view of this book?

2. What’s in a name for Esperanza?

3. Who is Meme Ortiz? How old is he? How do you know?

4. What is Esperanza’s first job?

Growing up 
Hispanic 
means… 

Growing up 
poor 

means… 

Adolescence 
is a period of 
confusion… 

http://www.amazon.com/


5. What is a “witch woman”?

6. Why is Sally’s father strict with her?

7. What do you think Minerva tells in her poems?

8. How does the garden change when the monkey moves?

9. How do the girls feel about Mango Street?

10. What would you predict for Esperanza’s future?

After Reading: Respond to one of the following prompts.  Your response should be 200-225 
words and demonstrate your understanding of the novel.  Be sure to include specific references 
to the text in support of your thesis.    

• What did you learn of Hispanic culture, adolescence, and urban life from this book?

• Each individual vignette is short and often simple, but the impact of all of them together

is very powerful.  Explain.

• The character I’ll remember most from The House on Mango Street is _________.

Explain your answer.

Remember: 
• Always read over your finished work!
• Type your responses.
• Double space.
• Times New Roman or Arial – Font –Size 12
• Send your work through spell and grammar check.
• Put heading on top left of your paper
• Do not “share” any work with your peers.

John Doe 

Teacher Name (leave blank for now) 

English (enter your grade) 

21 August 2017 



SUMMER READING “OF CHOICE” FOR 
9th CP & Honors, 10th CP & Honors, and 11th CP (not Honors) 

English Students 

Please select and read one or more of the following books.  You may preview all of 
the books with the links provided.   

Bring your copy of the book the first day of school so you may schedule your 
informal book talk. You may bring either a paper or an electronic version of the book 
you select.  

The Chosen by Chaim Potok 

https://www.amazon.com/Chosen-Chaim-Potok-
ebook/dp/B01BCEPO58/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241429&sr=8-2&keywords=the+chosen 

The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky 

https://www.amazon.com/Perks-Being-Wallflower-Stephen-Chbosky-
ebook/dp/B003TSEEDY/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241585&sr=8-

1&keywords=perks+of+being+a+wallflower 

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safran Foer 

https://www.amazon.com/Extremely-Incredibly-Close-Jonathan-
Safran/dp/0618329706/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1491241658&sr=8-1 

After the First Death by Robert Cormier 

https://www.amazon.com/After-First-Death-Robert-Cormier-
book/dp/B00BRUQ4S4/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241738&sr=8-1&keywords=after+the+first+death 

Looking for Alaska by John Green 

https://www.amazon.com/Looking-Alaska-John-Green-
ebook/dp/B000YI1K0C/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241821&sr=8-3&keywords=looking+for+alaska 

https://www.amazon.com/Chosen-Chaim-Potok-ebook/dp/B01BCEPO58/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241429&sr=8-2&keywords=the+chosen
https://www.amazon.com/Chosen-Chaim-Potok-ebook/dp/B01BCEPO58/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241429&sr=8-2&keywords=the+chosen
https://www.amazon.com/Perks-Being-Wallflower-Stephen-Chbosky-ebook/dp/B003TSEEDY/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241585&sr=8-1&keywords=perks+of+being+a+wallflower
https://www.amazon.com/Perks-Being-Wallflower-Stephen-Chbosky-ebook/dp/B003TSEEDY/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241585&sr=8-1&keywords=perks+of+being+a+wallflower
https://www.amazon.com/Perks-Being-Wallflower-Stephen-Chbosky-ebook/dp/B003TSEEDY/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241585&sr=8-1&keywords=perks+of+being+a+wallflower
https://www.amazon.com/Extremely-Incredibly-Close-Jonathan-Safran/dp/0618329706/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1491241658&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Extremely-Incredibly-Close-Jonathan-Safran/dp/0618329706/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1491241658&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/After-First-Death-Robert-Cormier-book/dp/B00BRUQ4S4/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241738&sr=8-1&keywords=after+the+first+death
https://www.amazon.com/After-First-Death-Robert-Cormier-book/dp/B00BRUQ4S4/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241738&sr=8-1&keywords=after+the+first+death
https://www.amazon.com/Looking-Alaska-John-Green-ebook/dp/B000YI1K0C/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241821&sr=8-3&keywords=looking+for+alaska
https://www.amazon.com/Looking-Alaska-John-Green-ebook/dp/B000YI1K0C/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241821&sr=8-3&keywords=looking+for+alaska
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2017 REQUIRED SUMMER READING 
FOR GRADE 9, 10 and 11 STUDENTS

The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 
Acclaimed by critics, beloved by readers of all ages, taught everywhere 
from inner-city grade schools to universities across the country, and 
translated all over the world, The House on Mango Street is the remarkable 
story of Esperanza Cordero. 

Told in a series of vignettes – sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply 
joyous – it is the story of a young Latina girl growing up in Chicago, 
inventing for herself who and what she will become. Few other books in 
our time have touched so many readers.

Excerpted from: http://www.amazon.com 

You may either purchase the paperback novel or download the e-book. 

Before Reading: Reflect in a free write (half page typed, double spaced) on one of the 
following ideas: 

During Reading: Answer the following questions in complete sentences as you read, annotate, and 
highlight your novel.  

1. What is the point of view of this book?

2. What’s in a name for Esperanza?

3. Who is Meme Ortiz? How old is he? How do you know?

4. What is Esperanza’s first job?

Growing up 
Hispanic 
means… 

Growing up 
poor 

means… 

Adolescence 
is a period of 
confusion… 

http://www.amazon.com/


5. What is a “witch woman”? 
 
6. Why is Sally’s father strict with her? 
 
7. What do you think Minerva tells in her poems? 
 
8. How does the garden change when the monkey moves? 

 
9. How do the girls feel about Mango Street? 

 
10. What would you predict for Esperanza’s future? 

 

  
After Reading: Respond to one of the following prompts.  Your response should be 200-225 
words and demonstrate your understanding of the novel.  Be sure to include specific references 
to the text in support of your thesis.    
 

• What did you learn of Hispanic culture, adolescence, and urban life from this book? 

• Each individual vignette is short and often simple, but the impact of all of them together 

is very powerful.  Explain. 

• The character I’ll remember most from The House on Mango Street is _________. 

Explain your answer.  

 
 
 
Remember: 

• Always read over your finished work! 
• Type your responses. 
• Double space. 
• Times New Roman or Arial – Font –Size 12 
• Send your work through spell and grammar check. 
• Put heading on top left of your paper                   
• Do not “share” any work with your peers. 

 

John Doe 

Teacher Name (leave blank for now) 

English (enter your grade) 

21 August 2017 

 



REQUIRED SUMMER READING 
FOR GRADE 11 HONORS

The Kite Runner by Khaled 
Hosseini 

The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a 
wealthy boy and the son of his father’s servant, caught in the tragic sweep of 
history, The Kite Runner transports readers to Afghanistan at a tense and 
crucial moment of change and destruction. A powerful story of friendship, it 
is also about the power of reading, the price of betrayal, and the possibility of 
redemption; and an exploration of the power of fathers over sons—their love, 
their sacrifices, their lies. 

Since its publication in 2003 Kite Runner has become a beloved, one-of-a-
kind classic of contemporary literature, touching millions of readers, and launching the career of 
one of America's most treasured writers. 

Excerpted from:  http://www.amazon.com 

You may purchase a book or download an e-book. 

After Reading:  Please respond to the following questions as completely as possible. Each answer 
should be a “mini-essay” (at least two paragraphs each). Please type this assignment (double spaced) 
and have it ready to turn in on the first day of school. 

1. The novel begins with Amir’s memory of peering down an alley, looking for Hassan who is
kite running for him. As Amir peers into the alley, he witnesses a tragedy. The novel ends
with Amir kite running for Hassan’s son, Sohrab, as he begins a new life with Amir in
America. Why do you think the author chooses to frame the novel with these scenes? Refer
to the following passage: “Afghans like to say; Life goes on unmindful of beginning,
end…crisis or catharsis, moving forward like a slow, dusty caravan of kochis (nomads).”
How is this significant to the framing of the novel?

2. The strong underlying force of this novel is the relationship between Amir and Hassan.
Discuss their friendship. Why is Amir afraid to be Hassan’s true friend? Why does Amir
constantly test Hassan’s loyalty? Why does he resent Hassan? After the kite running
tournament, why does Amir no longer want to be Hassan’s friend?

3. America acts as a place for Amir to bury his memories and a place for Baba to mourn this.
In America, there are “homes that made Baba’s house in Wazir Akbar Khan look like a

http://www.amazon.com/


servant’s hut.” What is ironic about this statement? What is the function of irony in this 
novel? 

4. Why is Baba disappointed by Amir’s decision to become a writer? During their argument
about his career path, Amir thinks, “I would stand my ground, I decided. I didn’t want to
sacrifice for Baba anymore. The last time I had done that, I damned myself.” What had
Amir sacrificed for Baba? How has Amir “damned himself”?

5. Amir’s confrontation with Assef in Wazir Akar Khan marks an important turning point in
the novel. Why does the author have Amir, Assef, and Sohrab all come together in this way?
What is the significance of the scar that Amir develops as a result of the confrontation? Why
is it important in Amir’s journey toward forgiveness and acceptance?

6. While in the hospital in Peshawar, Amir has a dream in which he sees his father wrestling a
bear: “They roll over a patch of grass, man and beast…they fall to the ground with a loud
thud and Baba is sitting on the bear’s chest, his fingers digging in his snout. He looks up at
me, and I see. He’s me. I am wrestling the bear.” Why is this dream so important at this
point in the story? What does this dream finally help Amir realize?

7. Amir and Hassan have a favorite story. Does the story have the same meaning for both
men? Why does Hassan name his son after one of the characters in the story?

8. Discuss the difference between Baba and Ali and between Amir and Hassan. Are Baba’s
and Amir’s betrayals and similarities in their relationships of their servants (if you consider
Baba’s act a betrayal) similar or different? Do you think that such betrayals are inevitable in
the master/servant relationship, or do you feel that they are due to flaws in Baba’s and
Amir’s characters, or are they the outcome of circumstances and characters?

Remember: 
• Always read over your finished work!
• Type your responses.
• Double space.
• Times New Roman or Arial – Font –Size 12
• Send your work through spell and grammar check.
• Put heading on top left of your paper
• Do not “share” any work with your peers.

John Doe 
Teacher Name (leave blank for 
now) 
English (enter your grade) 
21 August 2017 
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REQUIRED SUMMER READING 
FOR GRADE 12 CP AND HONORS

The Alchemist 
By Paulo Coelho 

Combining magic, mysticism, wisdom and wonder into an 
inspiring tale of self-discovery, The Alchemist has become a 
modern classic, selling millions of copies around the world 
and transforming the lives of countless readers across 
generations. 

Paulo Coelho's masterpiece tells the mystical story of 
Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to travel in 
search of a worldly treasure. His quest will lead him to riches 
far different—and far more satisfying—than he ever imagined. 
Santiago's journey teaches us about the essential wisdom of 
listening to our hearts, of recognizing opportunity and learning 
to read the omens strewn along life's path, and, most 
importantly, to follow our dreams. 

 Excerpted from:  http://www.amazon.com/   

Prior to reading The Alchemist, view the following interview with the author in which 
he discusses “Paulo Coelho's Top 10 Rules for Success.”   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dem4MiKg4sM  

Reflect in a one page essay how one of his ten rules resonates with you at this time in 
your life.    

Then, read, highlight, and annotate your book for character descriptions, behavior, 
philosophies, and plot lines.   

When you are finished reading the book, complete the following assignments: 

1. Complete the “Novel Study Form.”
2. Aside from the written responses, be prepared to present your reflections orally to

the class during the first week of school.

http://www.amazon.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dem4MiKg4sM


1 
 

NAME: ______________________________  GRADE:_______  DATE:_____________ 
                 

 
NOVEL STUDY FORM 

 
Directions:  To remind yourself of what you have just read, answer the following – in 
sentences – using blue or black ink for posterity. 
 
TITLE:  ________________________________________________ 
Author:  _______________________________________________ 

 
Select the main (most significant) characters in the work.  In one sentence for each 
character, describe his/her personality.  Select two to four characters to describe. 
 
A.  

B.  

C.  

D.  

 
Select two significant minor characters, and in one sentence for each character, 
describe his/her personality. 
 
A.  

B.  



2 
 

 
Select two main settings (time and place), and in one sentence describe each 
setting.  Then, explain in one sentence the importance of the setting in the work.  In 
other words, explain how setting develops plot, character, conflict, or tone. 
 
A.  

B.  

 
In one paragraph of five to ten sentences, briefly outline the plot of the novel. 
 
 

 



3 
 

Select two symbols in the novel.  For each symbol, describe one time that the 
symbol appears in the work.  Then, explain what the symbol represents.  In other 
words, discuss how each symbol contributes to the conflict, characterization, and 
thematic ideas.  Confine your response to no more than two sentences. 
Describe the author’s writing style in one to two sentences.  Comment on the work’s 
diction (word choice), syntax (sentence structure), use of figurative or literal 
language, and symbolism. 
 
 
 



4 

Describe in one sentence the work’s dominant philosophy.  Comment on the 
apparent thematic ideas, the author’s comment or attitude toward life, and the 
general merit of the work. 

Select four quotations (not dialogue) that are typical of the work.  After each quote, 
in one sentence explain why it is typical or representative of the rest of the work.  
Include page numbers. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D.



REQUIRED SUMMER READING FOR FOR 
GRADE 12 CP AND HONORS

The Joy Luck Club 
By Amy Tan 

Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose 
histories shift with the four winds depending on who's 
"saying" the stories. In 1949 four Chinese women, 
recent immigrants to San Francisco, begin meeting to 
eat dim sum, play mahjong, and talk. United in shared 
unspeakable loss and hope, they call themselves the 
Joy Luck Club. Rather than sink into tragedy, they 
choose to gather to raise their spirits and money. "To 
despair was to wish back for something already lost. 
Or to prolong what was already unbearable." Forty 
years later the stories and history continue. 

With wit and sensitivity, Amy Tan examines the 
sometimes painful, often tender, and always deep 
connection between mothers and daughters. As each 
woman reveals her secrets, trying to unravel the truth 
about her life, the strings become more tangled, more 
entwined. Mothers boast or despair over daughters, and 
daughters roll their eyes even as they feel the 

inextricable tightening of their matriarchal ties. Tan is an astute storyteller, enticing readers 
to immerse themselves into these lives of complexity and mystery. 

Excerpted from:  http://www.amazon.com/   

Read and highlight your book for character descriptions, behavior, philosophies, and plot 
lines.  When you are finished reading the book, complete the following assignments: 

1. Complete the “Novel Study Form.”
2. Select ONE of the Creative Writing Assignments.  In addition to the written

responses to the one choice, be prepared to orally present your reflections to the
class during the first week of school.

http://www.amazon.com/


1 

NAME: ______________________________  GRADE:_______  DATE:_____________ 

NOVEL STUDY FORM 

Directions:  To remind yourself of what you have just read, answer the following – in 
sentences – using blue or black ink for posterity. 

TITLE:  ________________________________________________ 
Author:  _______________________________________________ 

Select the main (most significant) characters in the work.  In one sentence for each 
character, describe his/her personality.  Select two to four characters to describe. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Select two significant minor characters, and in one sentence for each character, 
describe his/her personality. 

A. 

B.



2 
 

 
Select two main settings (time and place), and in one sentence describe each 
setting.  Then, explain in one sentence the importance of the setting in the work.  In 
other words, explain how setting develops plot, character, conflict, or tone. 
 
A.  

B.  

 
In one paragraph of five to ten sentences, briefly outline the plot of the novel. 
 
 

 



3 
 

Select two symbols in the novel.  For each symbol, describe one time that the 
symbol appears in the work.  Then, explain what the symbol represents.  In other 
words, discuss how each symbol contributes to the conflict, characterization, and 
thematic ideas.  Confine your response to no more than two sentences. 
Describe the author’s writing style in one to two sentences.  Comment on the work’s 
diction (word choice), syntax (sentence structure), use of figurative or literal 
language, and symbolism. 
 
 
 



4 
 

Describe in one sentence the work’s dominant philosophy.  Comment on the 
apparent thematic ideas, the author’s comment or attitude toward life, and the 
general merit of the work. 
 
 

 
 
Select four quotations (not dialogue) that are typical of the work.  After each quote, 
in one sentence explain why it is typical or representative of the rest of the work.  
Include page numbers. 
 
A.  

B.  

C.  

D.  

 



Please select ONE creative written response to The Joy Luck Club. 

New Acquaintances 

Select one character.  Then think about three to five people, living or dead, that you 
would like your character to meet.  Discuss what you would like the character to 
learn from the people to whom you introduced him or her; please be sure to explain 
why this meeting would be important to the character and how it might enhance the 
character’s well-being.  For instance, after reading The True Confessions of 
Charlotte Doyle you might want Charlotte to meet Sojourner Truth so she can see 
other women who do important work, or Madame Curie who worked in a field not 
many women ever entered, and so on.  

Book Choices for Characters 

Select a character and then choose five books for him or her, thinking about what 
he or she might like and also what you think they need to know more about.  Scan 
library shelves, the Internet, or use the library’s computer card file.  Why did you 
select the nonfiction books you did?  What do you hope your character will like 
about or get out of the fiction? 

Point of View Column 

Write an opinion column like those that appear on the editorial page of the 
newspaper.  Choose a theme or topic from the novel you just read and write the 
column from the point of view of one of the characters.  Your character might write 
about the importance of education or why we should accept people who are not like 
us. 

Word Collage 
You may create your word collage on a poster board (1/2 board) or Wordle   
(http://www.wordle.net/).  The title of the book should be in your collage.  Then 
look through magazines or the Internet for words, phrases, and sentences that 
illustrate or tell something about your book.  As you look, think in terms of the 
theme, setting, plot lines, as well as characters.  Work to get fifty such words, 
phrases, or sentences so that the whole sheet of paper will be covered.  The visual 
impact of the collage should tell a potential reader a lot about the book.   You must 
create your word collage OVER a photograph that you hand draw that depicts the 
most important scene in the book.  You will be graded on effort and neatness.  Make 
sure your drawing is colorful. 

Found Poem

Select a chapter from the novel you have just read that you consider powerful or 
interesting.  Then select words, lines, and phrases that you think project strong 
images and show the impact the chapter makes.  Arrange this material into a poem. 



Click the button below 
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REQUIRED SUMMER READING FOR 
AP Language and Composition 

I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai 

A MEMOIR BY THE YOUNGEST RECIPIENT OF THE NOBEL 
PEACE PRIZE  

"I come from a country that was created at midnight. When I almost died it 
was just after midday." 

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl 
spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right 
to an education. 

On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was 
shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected her 
to survive. 

Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a remote 
valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she became 
a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize. 

I AM MALALA is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' 
education, of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to 
write and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society 
that prizes sons. 

I AM MALALA will make you believe in the power of one person's voice to inspire change in the 
world. 

Excerpted from:  http://www.amazon.com 

You may purchase a book or download an e-book. 

During Reading:  Annotate, and highlight the memoir. 

http://www.amazon.com/


After Reading:  Please respond to the following questions as completely as possible. Each answer 
should be a “mini-essay” (at least two paragraphs each). Please type this assignment (double spaced) 
and have it ready to turn in on the first day of school. Feel free to research the topic(s) associated with 
the basic premise of the book in order to become better informed. 
  

1. Would you have had the bravery that Malala exhibited and continues to exhibit? Explain. 

2. Write about the role of Malala’s parents, especially her father, Ziauddin. If you were her 

parents, would you have encouraged her to write and speak out? Why or Why not? Discuss. 

3. How does Malala describe the effect of the growing Taliban presence in her region? Write 

about the rules they imposed on the citizens in the Swat valley. What was life like? 

4. Malala has said that despite the Taliban’s restrictions against girls/women, she remains a 

proud believer. Would you – could you – maintain your faith given those same restrictions? 

5.  Discuss the reaction of the international community after Malala’s shooting. Has the 

outrage made a difference…has it had any effect? 

6. Think about the Taliban’s power in the Muslim world. Why does it continue to grow and 

attract followers…or is it gaining new followers? What attraction does it have for Muslim 

men? Can it ever be defeated? 

 
 
 
 

 
Remember: 

• Always read over your finished work! 
• Type your responses. 
• Double space. 
• Times New Roman or Arial – Font –Size 12 
• Send your work through spell and grammar check. 
• Put heading on top left of your paper                   
• Do not “share” any work with your peers. 

 
 

John Doe 

Teacher Name (leave blank for now) 

AP English Language and Composition 

21 August 2017 

 



REQUIRED SUMMER READING FOR AP 
Language and Composition 

In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 
On November 15, 1959, in the small town of Holcomb, Kansas, four members 
of the Clutter family were savagely murdered by blasts from a shotgun held a 
few inches from their faces. There was no apparent motive for the crime, and 
there were almost no clues.  

As Truman Capote reconstructs the murder and the investigation that led to the 
capture, trial, and execution of the killers, he generates both mesmerizing 

suspense and astonishing empathy. In Cold Blood is a work that transcends its moment, yielding 
poignant insights into the nature of American violence. 

Excerpted from:  http://www.amazon.com 

You may purchase a book or download an e-book. 

Read and highlight your book for character descriptions, behavior, philosophies, and plot lines.  
When you are finished reading the book, complete the novel study form below. 

http://www.amazon.com/


1 
 

NAME: ______________________________  GRADE:_______  DATE:_____________ 
                 

 
NOVEL STUDY FORM 

 
Directions:  To remind yourself of what you have just read, answer the following – in 
sentences – using blue or black ink for posterity. 
 
TITLE:  ________________________________________________ 
Author:  _______________________________________________ 

 
Select the main (most significant) characters in the work.  In one sentence for each 
character, describe his/her personality.  Select two to four characters to describe. 
 
A.  

B.  

C.  

D.  

 
Select two significant minor characters, and in one sentence for each character, 
describe his/her personality. 
 
A.  

B.  



2 
 

 
Select two main settings (time and place), and in one sentence describe each 
setting.  Then, explain in one sentence the importance of the setting in the work.  In 
other words, explain how setting develops plot, character, conflict, or tone. 
 
A.  

B.  

 
In one paragraph of five to ten sentences, briefly outline the plot of the novel. 
 
 

 



3 
 

Select two symbols in the novel.  For each symbol, describe one time that the 
symbol appears in the work.  Then, explain what the symbol represents.  In other 
words, discuss how each symbol contributes to the conflict, characterization, and 
thematic ideas.  Confine your response to no more than two sentences. 
Describe the author’s writing style in one to two sentences.  Comment on the work’s 
diction (word choice), syntax (sentence structure), use of figurative or literal 
language, and symbolism. 
 
 
 



4 

Describe in one sentence the work’s dominant philosophy.  Comment on the 
apparent thematic ideas, the author’s comment or attitude toward life, and the 
general merit of the work. 

Select four quotations (not dialogue) that are typical of the work.  After each quote, 
in one sentence explain why it is typical or representative of the rest of the work.  
Include page numbers. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D.



Click the button below 
to go back to the table 
of contents.



REQUIRED SUMMER READING FOR 
AP Literature 

Crime and Punishment 
By Fyodor Dostoyevsky  
The two years before he wrote Crime and Punishment (1866) had been bad ones for 

Dostoyevsky. His wife and brother had died; the 
magazine he and his brother had started, Epoch, 
collapsed under its load of debt; and he was threatened 
with debtor's prison. With an advance that he managed 
to wangle for an unwritten novel, he fled to Wiesbaden, 
hoping to win enough at the roulette table to get 
himself out of debt. Instead, he lost all his money; he 
had to pawn his clothes and beg friends for loans to pay 
his hotel bill and get back to Russia. One of his begging 
letters went to a magazine editor, asking for an advance 
on yet another unwritten novel — which he described 
as Crime and Punishment. 

One of the supreme masterpieces of world literature, 
Crime and Punishment catapulted Dostoyevsky to the 
forefront of Russian writers and into the ranks of the 
world's greatest novelists. Drawing upon experiences 
from his own prison days, the author recounts in 
feverish, compelling tones the story of Raskolnikov, an 

impoverished student tormented by his own nihilism, and the struggle between good and 
evil. Believing that he is above the law, and convinced that humanitarian ends justify vile 
means, he brutally murders an old woman — a pawnbroker whom he regards as "stupid, 
ailing, greedy…good for nothing." Overwhelmed afterwards by feelings of guilt and terror, 
Raskolnikov confesses to the crime and goes to prison. There he realizes that happiness 
and redemption can only be achieved through suffering. Infused with forceful religious, 
social, and philosophical elements, the novel was an immediate success. This 
extraordinary, unforgettable work is reprinted here in the authoritative Constance Garnett 
translation. Excerpted from:  http://www.amazon.com/    

Read and highlight your book for character descriptions, behavior, philosophies, and plot 
lines.  When you are finished reading the book, complete the novel study form below. 

http://www.amazon.com/


NAME:  __________________________________________ GRADE:  _________                                                                                        
 
DATE: ________________________ 

 
NOVEL STUDY FORM 

 
Directions:  To remind yourself of what you have just read, answer the 
following – in sentences – using blue or black ink for posterity. 
 
TITLE:  __________________________________________________________ 
Author: _________________________________________________________  

 
Select the main (most significant) characters in the work.  In one sentence 
for each character, describe his/her personality.  Select two to four 
characters to describe. 
 
A 

B.  

C.  

D.  

 
Select two significant minor characters, and in one sentence for each 
character, describe his/her personality. 
 
A.  

B.  

 
Select two main settings (time and place), and in one sentence describe 
each setting.  Then, explain in one sentence the importance of the setting 
in the work.  In other words, explain how setting develops plot, character, 
conflict, or tone. 
 



A.  

B.  

 
 
In one paragraph of five to ten sentences, briefly outline the plot of the 
novel. 
 

      



Select two symbols in the novel.  For each symbol, describe one time that 
the symbol appears in the work.  Then, explain what the symbol represents.  
In other words, discuss how each symbol contributes to the conflict, 
characterization, and thematic ideas.  Confine your response to no more 
than two sentences. 
 

 
Describe the author’s writing style in one to two sentences.  Comment on 
the work’s diction (word choice), syntax (sentence structure), use of 
figurative or literal language, and symbolism. 
 

 



Describe in one sentence the work’s dominant philosophy.  Comment on 
the apparent thematic ideas, the author’s comment or attitude toward life, 
and the general merit of the work. 

Select four quotations (not dialogue) that are typical of the work.  After 
each quote, in one sentence explain why it is typical or representative of 
the rest of the work.  Include page numbers. 
A. 

B. 

C. 

D.



REQUIRED SUMMER READING FOR 
AP Literature and Composition 

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a 
wealthy boy and the son of his father’s servant, caught in the tragic sweep of 
history, The Kite Runner transports readers to Afghanistan at a tense and 
crucial moment of change and destruction. A powerful story of friendship, it 
is also about the power of reading, the price of betrayal, and the possibility of 
redemption; and an exploration of the power of fathers over sons—their love, 
their sacrifices, their lies. 

Since its publication in 2003 Kite Runner has become a beloved, one-of-a-
kind classic of contemporary literature, touching millions of readers, and launching the career of 
one of America's most treasured writers. 

Excerpted from:  http://www.amazon.com 

You may purchase a book or download an e-book. 

After Reading:  Please respond to the following questions as completely as possible. Each answer 
should be a “mini-essay” (at least two paragraphs each). Please type this assignment (double spaced) 
and have it ready to turn in on the first day of school. 

1. The novel begins with Amir’s memory of peering down an alley, looking for Hassan who is
kite running for him. As Amir peers into the alley, he witnesses a tragedy. The novel ends
with Amir kite running for Hassan’s son, Sohrab, as he begins a new life with Amir in
America. Why do you think the author chooses to frame the novel with these scenes? Refer
to the following passage: “Afghans like to say; Life goes on unmindful of beginning,
end…crisis or catharsis, moving forward like a slow, dusty caravan of kochis (nomads).”
How is this significant to the framing of the novel?

2. The strong underlying force of this novel is the relationship between Amir and Hassan.
Discuss their friendship. Why is Amir afraid to be Hassan’s true friend? Why does Amir
constantly test Hassan’s loyalty? Why does he resent Hassan? After the kite running
tournament, why does Amir no longer want to be Hassan’s friend?

3. America acts as a place for Amir to bury his memories and a place for Baba to mourn this.
In America, there are “homes that made Baba’s house in Wazir Akbar Khan look like a

http://www.amazon.com/


servant’s hut.” What is ironic about this statement? What is the function of irony in this 
novel? 

4. Why is Baba disappointed by Amir’s decision to become a writer? During their argument 
about his career path, Amir thinks, “I would stand my ground, I decided. I didn’t want to 
sacrifice for Baba anymore. The last time I had done that, I damned myself.” What had 
Amir sacrificed for Baba? How has Amir “damned himself”? 

5. Amir’s confrontation with Assef in Wazir Akar Khan marks an important turning point in 
the novel. Why does the author have Amir, Assef, and Sohrab all come together in this way? 
What is the significance of the scar that Amir develops as a result of the confrontation? Why 
is it important in Amir’s journey toward forgiveness and acceptance? 

6. While in the hospital in Peshawar, Amir has a dream in which he sees his father wrestling a 
bear: “They roll over a patch of grass, man and beast…they fall to the ground with a loud 
thud and Baba is sitting on the bear’s chest, his fingers digging in his snout. He looks up at 
me, and I see. He’s me. I am wrestling the bear.” Why is this dream so important at this 
point in the story? What does this dream finally help Amir realize? 

7. Amir and Hassan have a favorite story. Does the story have the same meaning for both 
men? Why does Hassan name his son after one of the characters in the story? 

8. Discuss the difference between Baba and Ali and between Amir and Hassan. Are Baba’s 
and Amir’s betrayals and similarities in their relationships of their servants (if you consider 
Baba’s act a betrayal) similar or different? Do you think that such betrayals are inevitable in 
the master/servant relationship, or do you feel that they are due to flaws in Baba’s and 
Amir’s characters, or are they the outcome of circumstances and characters? 

 
 
Remember: 

• Always read over your finished work! 
• Type your responses. 
• Double space. 
• Times New Roman or Arial – Font –Size 12 
• Send your work through spell and grammar check. 
• Put heading on top left of your paper                   
• Do not “share” any work with your peers. 

 
 

John Doe 
Teacher Name (leave blank for now) 
AP English Literature and Composition 
21 August 2017 
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