


Riviera Preparatory School 
Summer Reading Directions 

Please note that ALL Riviera Preparatory Students, (except all AP students who have 
two books) must complete one book and related activities. Required reading and activities 
must be completed over the summer and brought to school on the first day of class. All 6th 
through 11th grade students will need to read the required selections and complete the activity 
for that novel. Advanced Placement students will see a second required novel. These students 
will complete an additional activity for that novel during the first week of the academic year. 

• Do not print the ENTIRE pdf. Print the pages that pertain to your
grade assignment.

• From the table of contents page, click on the grade level that corresponds with your English
level/course for the upcoming academic year. The first page will be an overview with
information about the book you will be reading. This is followed by the assignment you
are required to do for your course.

• Be sure all pages have your full first and last name.

See you the first day of school!
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AP English Language and Composition (Juniors) 
AP English Literature and Composition (Seniors)
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2018 Required Summer Reading 
for 6th Grade Students

August Pullman was born with a facial deformity that, up until now, 
has prevented him from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th 
grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as 
an ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get past 
Auggie’s extraordinary face. Wonder, a New York Times 
bestseller and included on the Texas Bluebonnet Award master 
list, begins from Auggie’s point of view but soon switches to 
include his classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and others. These 
perspectives converge in a portrait of one community’s struggle 
with empathy, compassion, and acceptance. 

Excerpted from: http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-
keywords=wonder  

Keep these guidelines in mind when doing the following assignments: 
• Always read over your finished work!
• Type your responses.
• Check your work with spell and grammar check.
• Use Times New Roman or Arial – Font –Size 12
• Double space
• Heading on top left of your paper
• Label each section (Before, During, After).
• Do not “share” any work with your peers. 

John Doe 

English  

20 August 2018 

Wonder by R. J. Palacio 

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=wonder
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=wonder


BEFORE 

• Watch YouTube Video interview with author R. J. Palacio: (Scroll down to line seven for 
R.J. Palacio)
http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=bibliostar.tv+%5d&qpvt=bibliostar.tv%5d&FORM= 
VDRE#view=detail&mid=F48F466DFBAF425A5A1CF48F466DFBAF425A5A1C

• Watch the trailer for Wonder (Select the third video for the trailer) 

http://choosekind.tumblr.com/video  

• Meet a real Auggie – with a facial cranial condition – Peter –

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9c0tEtP2j14 

• Write a paragraph (5 – 8 sentences) about what it must be like for children who are 
physically deformed but are intellectually and emotionally just like other kids. 

http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=bibliostar.tv+%5d&qpvt=bibliostar.tv%5d&FORM=VDRE#view=detail&mid=F48F466DFBAF425A5A1CF48F466DFBAF425A5A1C
http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=bibliostar.tv+%5d&qpvt=bibliostar.tv%5d&FORM=VDRE#view=detail&mid=F48F466DFBAF425A5A1CF48F466DFBAF425A5A1C
http://choosekind.tumblr.com/video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9c0tEtP2j14
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=yIhAWjuTEEaiBM&tbnid=VpZhOQjEb4BR6M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.wpclipart.com/space/astronaut/astronaut_helmet.png.html&ei=a7iDUY6OCpHC9QTmrICwBA&bvm=bv.45960087,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNEhFoNTvyqjQonGKWVqlM9Q9yfNqQ&ust=1367673297277603


During 

A. The book has many thematic topics.  Answer the questions that coincide with two (2) of the
themes listed below.  Be careful!  Each theme has several questions; make sure you answer
all of them.

1. Family Relationships
a. How does Via react to Auggie’s deformity, and how is she affected?
b. She says, “I’m always going to be the sister of a kid with a birth defect; that’s not the

issue.  I just don’t always want to be defined that way.” (91)  What does she mean by this
statement?

2. Friendship – Discuss the characteristics of a good friend.
a. Which of Auggie’s friends demonstrates these qualities?
b. What characteristics of a good friend does Auggie possess?
c. How does Auggie’s ability to be “comfortable in his own skin” make it easier for his

friends and family to relate to him?
3. Overcoming Challenges – Auggie’s attendance at Beecher Prep creates issues for students,
parents, teachers, and the principal.

a. What are some of the challenges that arise?
b. How does each group of individuals overcome the challenges?
c. What role does Auggie play in either helping or hurting the situation?
d. In Mr. Tushman’s speech at the end of the year, he shares this quote, “Always try to be a

little kinder than necessary.”  How does being kind help someone overcome challenges?
4. Bullying – Kids who are different are almost always picked on in some way.

a. How does Auggie know the first time he meets Julian that he will be a bully?
b. In what subtle ways does Julian bully Auggie?
c. What purpose does Julian have in bullying Jack?
d. What power does Julian have to force the other students to join in his cruelty toward

Auggie and Jack?
e. What is Auggie’s response to the bullying?

5. Betrayal – Auggie and Jack are great friends; they laugh together, talk about
anything and everything, and feel comfortable together.
a. Why does Jack betray Auggie by talking about him behind his back?
b. How does Auggie feel when he hears what Jack has said?

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=yIhAWjuTEEaiBM&tbnid=VpZhOQjEb4BR6M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.wpclipart.com/space/astronaut/astronaut_helmet.png.html&ei=a7iDUY6OCpHC9QTmrICwBA&bvm=bv.45960087,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNEhFoNTvyqjQonGKWVqlM9Q9yfNqQ&ust=1367673297277603


After 

A. Select two characters from the novel.  Describe one character trait for each of them.
Then give two examples of evidence from the novel that supports this character trait.

Character Character 

Trait Trait 

Evidence Evidence 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=yIhAWjuTEEaiBM&tbnid=VpZhOQjEb4BR6M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.wpclipart.com/space/astronaut/astronaut_helmet.png.html&ei=a7iDUY6OCpHC9QTmrICwBA&bvm=bv.45960087,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNEhFoNTvyqjQonGKWVqlM9Q9yfNqQ&ust=1367673297277603


After (continued) 

B. A precept is like a motto.  Mr. Browne’s precepts for each month are listed on pages
311-312 of the novel.  You can create your own or find one with which you identify.
Create a precept for you.

C. Write a paragraph (6-8 sentences) discussing why and how you plan to uphold your
precept in your daily life.

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=yIhAWjuTEEaiBM&tbnid=VpZhOQjEb4BR6M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.wpclipart.com/space/astronaut/astronaut_helmet.png.html&ei=a7iDUY6OCpHC9QTmrICwBA&bvm=bv.45960087,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNEhFoNTvyqjQonGKWVqlM9Q9yfNqQ&ust=1367673297277603
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2018 Required Summer Reading 
for 7th Grade Students

The Giver by Lois Lowry

The Giver, the 1994 Newbery Medal winner, has become 

one of the most influential novels of our time. The haunting 

story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a 

seemingly ideal, if colorless, world of conformity and 

contentment. Not until he is given his life assignment as the 

Receiver of Memory does he begin to understand the dark, 

complex secrets behind his fragile community. Lois Lowry 

has written three companion novels to The Giver, including 

Gathering Blue, Messenger, and Son. 

Excerpted from:  http://www.amazon.com/    

Read and highlight your book for character, theme, and important plot information. 

1. Complete the “Novel Study Form.”

2. Select ONE of the two Creative Writing Assignments.  Aside from the written responses,

be prepared to orally present your reflections to the class during the first week of school.

http://www.amazon.com/


NOVEL STUDY FORM 

Directions:  To remind yourself of what you have just read, answer the following 
questions.  You may type your responses or hand write using blue or black ink (no 
pencil, please).  Please print and be ready to turn it in on Monday, August 20, 2018. 

TITLE:   
Author:  

Select the main (most significant) character in the work______________________________. 
Now find four quotations from the novel that describes either the character’s 
physical description and/or the character’s personality.   Please include page 
numbers. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Select two significant minor characters, and in one sentence for each character, 
describe his/her personality. 

A. 

B. 

Select two main settings (time and place), and in one sentence describe each setting.  
Then, explain in one sentence the importance of the setting in the work.  In other 
words, explain how setting develops plot, character, conflict, or tone. 

A. 

B.



In one paragraph of six-eight sentences, briefly outline the plot of the novel. 

Select four quotations that are most important to this work.  After each quote, in one 
sentence explain why it is important to the work.  Include page numbers. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D.



Creative Writing Assignment 

Choose ONE of the two Creative Writing Assignments to complete.  Keep in mind that 
you will need to present your creation to the class during the first week of school. 

Tangible or Intangible Gifts 

Select a character and figure out what five things you believe your character most needs or 

wants.  On a sheet of blank computer paper or construction paper, draw pictures of these five 

items to represent these “gifts”.  Then write a one paragraph explanation of why you picked 

these five items out for him or her.  Make sure you explain why you chose these five items and 

for each item include one instance in the novel where your character may have used this item the 

most.   

Character Alphabet 

Choose the main character, Jonas, and then create sentences based on the alphabet scheme 
(A-Z: you must use each letter) that demonstrate your knowledge of the character.   You 
may create your character alphabet in the form of an alphabet book, on a poster board, or 
on a word document.  At least 13 of the 26 sentences should be accompanied by a 
photograph that depicts your sentence.   Your alphabet should be very neat, legible and 
creative.  You will be graded on effort and neatness.  Make sure your drawings are colorful. 

Example from The Lightning Thief: 

A Percy has a lot of problems in school as a result of his ADHD.  As it turns out, his ADHD is 
a mark that he is a demigod. 

B After narrowly escaping, Percy is able to defeat the Bull-man, otherwise known as the 
Minotaur. 

C In his attempt to escape from the Minotaur, Percy destroys Gabe’s prized possession, his 
yellow Camaro.   



Click the button below 
to go back to the table 
of contents.



2018 Required Summer Reading 
for 8th Grade Students

The Call of the Wild by Jack London 

The Call of the Wild is a novel by Jack London published 
in 1903. The story is set in the Yukon during the 1890s 
Klondike Gold Rush—a period when strong sled dogs were 
in high demand. The novel's central character is a dog 
named Buck, a domesticated dog living at a ranch in the 
Santa Clara valley of California as the story opens. Stolen 
from his home and sold into the brutal existence of an 
Alaskan sled dog, he reverts to atavistic (primitive) traits. 
Buck is forced to adjust to, and survive, cruel treatments 
and fight to dominate other dogs in a harsh climate. 
Eventually he sheds the veneer of civilization, relying on 
primordial instincts and lessons he learns, to emerge as a 
leader in the wild. London lived for most of a year in the 
Yukon collecting material for the book. The story was 
serialized in the Saturday Evening Post in the summer 
of 1903; a month later it was released in book form. 
The novel’s great popularity and success made a 
reputation for London. Much of its appeal derives from 
the simplicity with which London presents the themes 
in an almost mythical form. As early as 1908 the story 
was adapted to film and it has since seen several more 
cinematic adaptations. 

Excerpted from:  http://www.amazon.com/    

Read and highlight your book for character, theme, and important plot information. 

1.Complete the “Novel Study Form.”
2. Select ONE of the two Creative Writing Assignments. In addition to the written responses,
be prepared to present your reflections orally to the class during the first week of school.

http://www.amazon.com/


Name: Date:____________ 

NOVEL STUDY FORM 

Directions:  To remind yourself of what you have just read, answer the following 
questions.  You may type your responses or hand write using blue or black ink (no 
pencil, please).  Please print and be ready to turn it in on Monday, August 20, 2018. 

TITLE:  
Author: 

Select the main (most significant) character in the work______________________________. 
Now find four quotations from the novel that describes either the character’s 
physical description and/or the character’s personality.   Please include page 
numbers. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Select two significant minor characters, and in one sentence for each character, 
describe his/her personality. 

A. 

B. 

Select two main settings (time and place), and in one sentence describe each setting.  
Then, explain in one sentence the importance of the setting in the work.  In other 
words, explain how setting develops plot, character, conflict, or tone. 

A. 

B.



Name: Date:____________ 

In one paragraph of six-eight sentences, briefly outline the plot of the novel. 

Select four quotations that are most important to this work.  After each quote, in one 
sentence explain why it is important to the work.  Include page numbers. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D.



Name: Date:____________ 

Creative Writing Assignment 

Choose ONE of the two Creative Writing Assignments to complete.  Keep in mind that 
you will need to present your creation to the class during the first week of school. 

Word Collage: 

You may create your word collage on a poster board or Wordle (http://www.wordle.net/).  
The title of the book should be in your collage.  Then look through magazines or the Internet 
for words, phrases, and sentences that illustrate or tell something about your book.  As you 
look, think in terms of the theme, setting, and plot lines, as well as characters.  Work to get 
fifty such words, phrases, or sentences so that the whole sheet of paper will be covered.  The 
visual impact of the collage should tell a potential reader a lot about the book.   You must 
print your word collage OVER a hand drawn picture that depicts the most important scene 
in the book.  Make sure your drawing is colorful.  Effort and neatness will be an important 
aspect of the assessment criteria.  Please make sure your name is on your collage. 

Character Alphabet 

Choose the main character, Buck, and then create sentences based on the alphabet scheme 
(A-Z: you must use each letter) that demonstrates your knowledge of the character.   You 
may create your character alphabet in the form of an alphabet book, on a poster board, or on 
a word document.  At least 10 of the 26 sentences should be accompanied by an image that 
depicts your sentence.   Your alphabet sentences should all be typed and your drawings 
should be neat, colorful, and creative.  Effort and neatness will be an important aspect of the 
assessment criteria.  Please make sure your name is on your assignment. 

Example from The Lightning Thief: 

A Percy has a lot of problems in school as a result of his ADHD.  As it turns out, his ADHD is a 
mark that he is a demigod. 

B After narrowly escaping, Percy is able to defeat the Bull-man, otherwise known as the 
Minotaur. 

C In his attempt to escape from the Minotaur, Percy destroys Gabe’s prized possession, his 
yellow Camaro.   



Click the button below 
to go back to the table 
of contents.



2018 Required Summer Reading 
for 9th Grade Students

Set in the small Southern town of Maycomb, Alabama, during the Depression, To 
Kill a Mockingbird follows three years in the life of 8-year-old Scout Finch, her 
brother, Jem, and their father, Atticus--three years punctuated by the arrest and 
eventual trial of a young black man accused of raping a white woman. Though her 
story explores big themes, Harper Lee chooses to tell it through the eyes of a child. 
The result is a tough and tender novel of race, class, justice, and the pain of growing 
up.

Excerpted from: http://www.amazon.com
You may either purchase the paperback novel or download the e-book.

Before Reading:

• Watch the YouTube video about Harper Lee:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5N3_wsjW7AY

• Read the Historical Context of To Kill a Mockingbird from the National Endowment for the Arts:
http://www.neabigread.org/books/mockingbird/mockingbird03.php

To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

http://www.amazon.com/


During Reading: Answer the following questions in complete sentences as you read, annotate, and 
highlight your novel. 

1. What is the setting of the novel?

2. Why does Scout’s teacher, Miss Caroline, get mad at Scout?

3. Why does Miss Caroline scream when she enters the classroom?

4. What does Scout find in the live oaks?

5. What is wrong with Tim Johnson?

6. Why and how does Jem retaliate against Mrs. Dubose?

7. What do Jem and Scout find under Scout’s bed?

8. Why do the men from Old Sarum, who come to the jail, leave?

9. Describe the courthouse on the day of the trial.

10. Tom could not have committed the crime of which he is accused. How does the reader know this?

Characters: Write the name of the character indicated by each phrase. 

Narrates the novel 

Stabbed his father with a pair of scissors 

Wouldn't take money from Miss Caroline 

Only comes to Maycomb during the summer 

Pretends to be drunk 

Is accused of raping Mayella Ewell 

Has his arm broken during the attack 

Tells Calpurnia that Jem and Scout don’t belong at the black church  

Puts cement in the knothole in the live oaks 

Suggests that Scout take a walk in someone else’s skin before judging 

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________
______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

kristyarellano
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After Reading:  Harper Lee created a commentary on society as she saw it when the novel was 
published in 1960. Respond to one of the following prompts. Your response should be less than 200 
words yet demonstrate your understanding of the novel. Be sure to include specific references to the text 
in support of your thesis.   

• What changes have evolved in America’s attitudes toward race? What injustices remain?

• Describe Scout’s “pain while growing up.”

• Is Scout’s father a failure or a hero?

•
Keep these guidelines in mind when doing the following assignments: 

•
Always read over your finished work!

•
Type your responses.

•
Check your work with spell and grammar check.

•
Use Times New Roman or Arial – Font –Size 12

•
Double space

•
Heading on top left of your paper

•
Label each section (Before, During, After).
Do not “share” any work with your peers. 

John Doe 

English  

20 August 2018 

https://www.amazon.com/Chosen-Chaim-Potok-ebook/dp/B01BCEPO58/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241429&sr=8-2&keywords=the+chosen
https://www.amazon.com/Chosen-Chaim-Potok-ebook/dp/B01BCEPO58/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241429&sr=8-2&keywords=the+chosen
https://www.amazon.com/Perks-Being-Wallflower-Stephen-Chbosky-ebook/dp/B003TSEEDY/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241585&sr=8-1&keywords=perks+of+being+a+wallflower
https://www.amazon.com/Perks-Being-Wallflower-Stephen-Chbosky-ebook/dp/B003TSEEDY/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241585&sr=8-1&keywords=perks+of+being+a+wallflower
https://www.amazon.com/Perks-Being-Wallflower-Stephen-Chbosky-ebook/dp/B003TSEEDY/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241585&sr=8-1&keywords=perks+of+being+a+wallflower
https://www.amazon.com/Extremely-Incredibly-Close-Jonathan-Safran/dp/0618329706/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1491241658&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Extremely-Incredibly-Close-Jonathan-Safran/dp/0618329706/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1491241658&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/After-First-Death-Robert-Cormier-book/dp/B00BRUQ4S4/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241738&sr=8-1&keywords=after+the+first+death
https://www.amazon.com/After-First-Death-Robert-Cormier-book/dp/B00BRUQ4S4/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241738&sr=8-1&keywords=after+the+first+death
https://www.amazon.com/Looking-Alaska-John-Green-ebook/dp/B000YI1K0C/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241821&sr=8-3&keywords=looking+for+alaska
https://www.amazon.com/Looking-Alaska-John-Green-ebook/dp/B000YI1K0C/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1491241821&sr=8-3&keywords=looking+for+alaska
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James McBride shares the story of his mother's life and complicated racial 
identity which he only learned after becoming an adult. He tells of her 
infancy in Poland as the daughter of an Orthodox Jewish rabbi, her 
childhood in small-town Virginia, her move to Harlem at the age of 
eighteen, her marriage to an African-American man, her achievements as a 
wife and mother to twelve children, and her refusal to ever admit she is 
white.  A self-declared "light-skinned" woman evasive about her ethnicity, 
yet steadfast in her love for her twelve black children. James McBride, 
journalist, musician, and son, explores his mother's past, as well as his 
own upbringing and heritage.

2018 Required Summer Reading 
for 10th Grade Students

The Color of Water by James McBride

Excerpted from:  http://www.amazon.com

You must have a hard copy as annotations are required.

Before Reading: The novel has the two distinct voices of James and his mother telling the story of a 
family. Every family has its unique characteristics.  

Watch the following YouTube video of James McBride:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6itgOk460Ew 

During Reading: Answer the following questions in complete sentences as you read, annotate, and 
highlight your book.

1. The book begins with a historical portrait of Ruth McBride Jordan. The author reveals that Ruth
has had some name changes. Explain each name change and its significance.

2. In the opening portrait, Ruth describes her father, Fishel Shilsky. She states, “He was a fox,
especially when it came to money.” Explain what she implies with this metaphor.

3. Why did James rebel in high school, and how did his rebellion manifest itself? How did James’s
brothers and sisters feel about his rebellion?

4. James compares acquiring baseball cards with garnering information about his mother: “We traded
information on Mommy the way people trade baseball cards at trade shows, offering bits and pieces
fraught with gossip, nonsense, wisdom and sometimes just foolishness.”

http://www.amazon.com/
kristyarellano
Highlight



Why is the comparison appropriate?  Explain why Ruth’s children feel the need to trade information 
about their mother?  Who has been the most reliable source of information about your family history?  
When did you first realize that this family member was a good source of information and what were 
the circumstances?     

5. James states, “There was a part of me that feared black power very deeply.” Is James’s fear
justified?  Explain your answer.  How does James learn to cope with his fear and better understand
his mother’s seeming fearlessness?

6. In what way did James’s mother represent the “best and worst of the immigrant mentality?”  What
was his parents’ strategy for overcoming poverty?

7. Ruth tells James in chapter 6 that “In the New Testament, God is the color of water.”  What does
she mean by this?  How does this statement reflect how Ruth sees the world and what she tries to
instill in her children?

8. Chapter 8, “Brothers and Sisters,” reveals conflict that can exist between brothers and sisters.
What is Helen’s conflict?  What might prompt a fifteen year old child in her situation to leave home
so abruptly?  What is Ruth’s brother Sam’s ultimate fate? Describe Dennis’s and James’s attitudes
toward each other.

9. Compare and contrast James’s public school experience with his mother’s public school
experience.  Identify at least two similarities and two differences in their experiences.

10. How was Ruth’s visit to New York in the summer of 1936 different from her other visits to New
York?

11. In chapter 15, Ruth begins to make decisions concerning her future.  What concerns does she
have at this point in her life?  What does she decide and to what extent will her decisions impact her
family members? How will her decisions affect Mameh, Tateh, and Dee Dee?

12. To whom do you think the chapter “Lost in Delaware” refers?  Explain your answer by
supporting your conclusion with specific examples from the text.

13. In chapter 21, Ruth recounts her memories of her mother’s death and her relationship with her
mother.  Explain Ruth’s statement:  “I was her eyes and ears in America . . . her reasons for living
just slipped away.”  Explain Ruth’s statement:  “The Jew in me was dying . . . but it truly died when
my mother died.”

14. Ruth comments, “My world expanded because of Dennis.”  Explain two (2) specific examples of
how Ruth became more enlightened by her relationship with Dennis.

15. What were James’s expectations when he first decided to write this book?  How did his mother
feel about his decision?  In what ways was it helpful for both James and his mother?



After Reading:  James McBride created a commentary on the complicated relationships in families and 
the challenges of our society.  Respond to one of the following prompts.  Your response should be less 
than 200 words yet clearly demonstrate your understanding of the novel.  Be sure to include specific 
references to the text in support of your thesis.

• What general aspects of society did James McBride indirectly criticize or challenge?

• What aspects of James McBride’s familial relationships parallel or contrast with your familial
relationships?

•
Keep these guidelines in mind when doing the following assignments: 

•
Always read over your finished work!

•
Type your responses.

•
Check your work with spell and grammar check.

•
Use Times New Roman or Arial – Font –Size 12

•
Double space

•
Heading on top left of your paper

•
Label each section (Before, During, After).
Do not “share” any work with your peers. 

John Doe 

English  

20 August 2018 
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2018 Required Summer Reading 
for 11th Grade Students

The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak
Marcus Zusak is an Australian author whose parents were from Germany.  He 
grew up hearing stories about Germany during WWII, about the bombing of 
Munich and about Jews being marched through his mother's small, German 
town. He always knew it was a story he wanted to tell.

"We have these images of the straight-marching lines of boys and the 'Heil 
Hitlers' and this idea that everyone in Germany was in it together. But there still 
were rebellious children and people who didn't follow the rules and people who 
hid Jews and other people in their houses. So there's another side to Germany," 
said Zusak in an interview with The Sydney Morning Herald.

Death himself narrates the World War II-era story of Liesel Meminger from the time she is taken, at 
age nine, to live in Molching, Germany, with a foster family in a working-class neighborhood of 
tough kids, acid-tongued mothers, and loving fathers who earn their living by the work of their 
hands. The child arrives having just stolen her first book–although she has not yet learned how to 
read–and her foster father uses it, The Gravediggers Handbook, to lull her to sleep when she is 
roused by regular nightmares about her younger brother’s death. Across the ensuing years of the 
late 1930s and into the 1940s, Liesel collects more stolen books as well as a peculiar set of friends: 
the boy Rudy, the Jewish refugee Max, the mayor’s reclusive wife (who has a whole library from 
which she allows Liesel to steal), and especially her foster parents. Death is not a sentimental 
storyteller, but he does attend to an array of satisfying details.



Pre-reading activity:  

1. Log onto You Tube and watch the interview with Marcus Zusak: (You will need to scroll down 
until you see the video "related media" titled "Marcus Zusak on The Book Thief.")

 2. Log onto the Yad Vashem website and read about the Righteous Among Nations,  Christians who 
risked their lives to save a Jewish life.  Read the introduction “An Entire Universe.”
www.yadvashem.org/righteous.html

3. Read the introduction "An Entire Universe." www.yadvashem.org/righteous/photos/entire-
universe.html. Read the explanation of the "An Entire Universe," and scroll through the photos of the 
families of Holocaust survivors.

4. Write a brief reflection of the two websites – no more than a paragraph. 

During Reading:
The novel is character driven.  This packet has three graphic organizers to complete as you are 
reading. 

Post Reading:  
Select one character from the novel and identify one character trait that describes him/her.  Then find 
5 quotes from the novel that supports the character trait.  Include page numbers. 
Ex:  Hans Huberman (Papa) – character trait – loving – “At 1 a.m., Liesel went to bed and Papa came 
in to sit with her, like he used to.  She woke up several times to check that he was there, and he did 
not fail her.” P. 403

Note:  You may not use this example.

http://www.amazon.com/The-Book-Thief-Markus-Zusak/dp/0375931007/ref=tmm_hrd_title_0?
ie=UTF8&qid=1336581887&sr=8-1 



The Book Thief -  Handout #1

A character may possess more than one character trait and the similarities between characters are often clues to the 
themes of the novel.  Place this novel’s characters in one or more of the groups below.

Traits:

1. Victims – people who suffer or are harmed by others.
2. Victimizers – people who inflict harm or suffering on others.
3. Fighters – people who have the courage and determination to resist.
4. Peace-lovers – people who do not want to fight or argue.
5. Conformists – people who get along, usually unquestioningly, to the standards of a group.
6. Self-directors – people who are not afraid to behave according to their conscience.

   Victim     Victimizers Fighters

   Peace

Which 
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______

Which 
______
______
______
______
______
s

-lovers Conformists Self-Directors

character do you identify with and why? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

character do you identify with and why? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________



The Book Thief - Handout #2

Sociogram

Directions:  On the “spokes” surrounding each character’s name, write several adjectives that describe that 
character.  How does one character influence another?  On the arrows joining the characters to Liesel, write a 
brief description of the relationship between the two characters.



The Book Thief - Handout #3

Sequencing Events
Directions:  In the boxes below, illustrate the series of events that led to the ultimate fate (something 
that unavoidably happens to the character) of one of the following characters:  Max, Liesel, or Rudy.  
On the lines provided, describe these events.  
Character Chosen:__________________________________________________

1.________________________________________________________________

2.________________________________________________________________

3.________________________________________________________________

4.________________________________________________________________

5.________________________________________________________________

6.________________________________________________________________



Click the button below 
to go back to the table 
of contents.



2018 Required Summer Reading 
for 12th Grade Students

The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho 
Combining magic, mysticism, wisdom and wonder into an 
inspiring tale of self-discovery, The Alchemist has become a 
modern classic, selling millions of copies around the world 
and transforming the lives of countless readers across 
generations. 

Paulo Coelho's masterpiece tells the mystical story of 
Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to travel in 
search of a worldly treasure. His quest will lead him to riches 
far different—and far more satisfying—than he ever imagined. 
Santiago's journey teaches us about the essential wisdom of 
listening to our hearts, of recognizing opportunity and learning 
to read the omens strewn along life's path, and, most 
importantly, to follow our dreams. 

 Excerpted from:  http://www.amazon.com/   

Prior to reading The Alchemist, view the following interview with the author in which 
he discusses “Paulo Coelho's Top 10 Rules for Success.”   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dem4MiKg4sM  

Reflect in a one page essay how one of his ten rules resonates with you at this time in 
your life.    

Then, read, highlight, and annotate your book for character descriptions, behavior, 
philosophies, and plot lines.   

When you are finished reading the book, complete the following assignments: 

1. Complete the “Novel Study Form.”
2. Aside from the written responses, be prepared to present your reflections orally to

the class during the first week of school.

http://www.amazon.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dem4MiKg4sM


1 

NAME: ______________________________  GRADE:_______  DATE:_____________ 
NOVEL STUDY FORM 

Directions:  To remind yourself of what you have just read, answer the following 
questions.  You may type your responses or hand write using blue or black ink (no 
pencil, please).  Please print and be ready to turn it in on Monday, August 20, 2018. 

TITLE:  ________________________________________________ 
Author:  _______________________________________________ 

Select the main (most significant) characters in the work.  In one sentence for each 
character, describe his/her personality.  Select two to four characters to describe. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Select two significant minor characters, and in one sentence for each character, 
describe his/her personality. 

A. 

B.



2 

Select two main settings (time and place), and in one sentence describe each 
setting.  Then, explain in one sentence the importance of the setting in the work.  In 
other words, explain how setting develops plot, character, conflict, or tone. 

A. 

B. 

In one paragraph of five to ten sentences, briefly outline the plot of the novel. 



3 

Select two symbols in the novel.  For each symbol, describe one time that the 
symbol appears in the work.  Then, explain what the symbol represents.  In other 
words, discuss how each symbol contributes to the conflict, characterization, and 
thematic ideas.  Confine your response to no more than two sentences. 
Describe the author’s writing style in one to two sentences.  Comment on the work’s 
diction (word choice), syntax (sentence structure), use of figurative or literal 
language, and symbolism. 



4 

Describe in one sentence the work’s dominant philosophy.  Comment on the 
apparent thematic ideas, the author’s comment or attitude toward life, and the 
general merit of the work. 

Select four quotations (not dialogue) that are typical of the work.  After each quote, 
in one sentence explain why it is typical or representative of the rest of the work.  
Include page numbers. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D.



Click the button below 
to go back to the table 
of contents.

JUNIORS



2018 Required Summer Reading for AP 
Language and Composition Students

A MEMOIR BY THE YOUNGEST RECIPIENT OF THE NOBEL 
PEACE PRIZE  

"I come from a country that was created at midnight. When I almost died it 
was just after midday." 

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl 
spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right 
to an education. 

On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was 
shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected her 
to survive. 

Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a remote 
valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she became 
a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize. 

I Am Malala is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' 
education, of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to 
write and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society 
that prizes sons. 

I Am Malala will make you believe in the power of one person's voice to inspire change in the 
world. 

Excerpted from:  http://www.amazon.com 

You may purchase a book or download an e-book. 

During Reading:  Annotate, and highlight the memoir. 

I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai 

http://www.amazon.com/


After Reading:  Please respond to the following questions as completely as possible. Each answer 
should be a “mini-essay” (at least two paragraphs each). Please type this assignment (double spaced) 
and have it ready to turn in on the first day of school. Feel free to research the topic(s) associated with 
the basic premise of the book in order to become better informed. 

1. Would you have had the bravery that Malala exhibited and continues to exhibit? Explain.

2. Write about the role of Malala’s parents, especially her father, Ziauddin. If you were her

parents, would you have encouraged her to write and speak out? Why or Why not? Discuss.

3. How does Malala describe the effect of the growing Taliban presence in her region? Write

about the rules they imposed on the citizens in the Swat valley. What was life like?

4. Malala has said that despite the Taliban’s restrictions against girls/women, she remains a

proud believer. Would you – could you – maintain your faith given those same restrictions?

5. Discuss the reaction of the international community after Malala’s shooting. Has the

outrage made a difference…has it had any effect?

6. Think about the Taliban’s power in the Muslim world. Why does it continue to grow and

attract followers…or is it gaining new followers? What attraction does it have for Muslim

men? Can it ever be defeated?

•
Keep these guidelines in mind when doing the following assignments: 

•
Always read over your finished work!

•
Type your responses.

•
Check your work with spell and grammar check.

•
Use Times New Roman or Arial – Font –Size 12

•
Double space

•
Heading on top left of your paper

•
Label each section (Before, During, After).
Do not “share” any work with your peers. 

John Doe 

English  

20 August 2018 



On November 15, 1959, in the small town of Holcomb, Kansas, four members 
of the Clutter family were savagely murdered by blasts from a shotgun held a 
few inches from their faces. There was no apparent motive for the crime, and 
there were almost no clues.  

As Truman Capote reconstructs the murder and the investigation that led to 
the capture, trial, and execution of the killers, he generates both mesmerizing suspense and 
astonishing empathy. In Cold Blood is a work that transcends its moment, yielding poignant 
insights into the nature of American violence. 

Excerpted from:  http://www.amazon.com 

You may purchase a book or download an e-book. 

Read and highlight your book for character descriptions, behavior, philosophies, and plot lines.  
When you are finished reading the book, complete the novel study form below. 

2018 Required Summer Reading for AP 
Language and Composition Students

In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 

http://www.amazon.com/


1 

NAME: ______________________________  GRADE:_______  DATE:_____________ 
NOVEL STUDY FORM 

Directions:  To remind yourself of what you have just read, answer the following 
questions.  You may type your responses or hand write using blue or black ink (no 
pencil, please).  Please print and be ready to turn it in on Monday, August 20, 2018. 

TITLE:  ________________________________________________ 
Author:  _______________________________________________ 

Select the main (most significant) characters in the work.  In one sentence for each 
character, describe his/her personality.  Select two to four characters to describe. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Select two significant minor characters, and in one sentence for each character, 
describe his/her personality. 

A. 

B.



2 

Select two main settings (time and place), and in one sentence describe each 
setting.  Then, explain in one sentence the importance of the setting in the work.  In 
other words, explain how setting develops plot, character, conflict, or tone. 

A. 

B. 

In one paragraph of five to ten sentences, briefly outline the plot of the novel. 



3 

Select two symbols in the novel.  For each symbol, describe one time that the 
symbol appears in the work.  Then, explain what the symbol represents.  In other 
words, discuss how each symbol contributes to the conflict, characterization, and 
thematic ideas.  Confine your response to no more than two sentences. 
Describe the author’s writing style in one to two sentences.  Comment on the work’s 
diction (word choice), syntax (sentence structure), use of figurative or literal 
language, and symbolism. 



4 

Describe in one sentence the work’s dominant philosophy.  Comment on the 
apparent thematic ideas, the author’s comment or attitude toward life, and the 
general merit of the work. 

Select four quotations (not dialogue) that are typical of the work.  After each quote, 
in one sentence explain why it is typical or representative of the rest of the work.  
Include page numbers. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D.



Click the button below 
to go back to the table 
of contents.

SENIORS



2018 Required Summer Reading 
for AP Literature and Composition Students

How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide 
to Reading Between the Lines by Thomas C. Foster

What does it mean when a fictional hero takes a journey? Shares a meal? Gets drenched in 
a sudden rain shower? Often, there is much more going on in a novel or poem than is 
readily visible on the surface—a symbol, maybe, that remains elusive, or an unexpected 
twist on a character—and there's that sneaking suspicion that the deeper meaning of a 
literary text keeps escaping you.

In this practical and amusing guide to literature, Thomas C. Foster shows how easy and 
gratifying it is to unlock those hidden truths, and to discover a world where a road leads to a 
quest; a shared meal may signify a communion; and rain, whether cleansing or destructive, is 
never just rain. Ranging from major themes to literary models, narrative devices, and form, 
How to Read Literature Like a Professor is the perfect companion for making your reading 
experience more enriching, satisfying, and fun.

Excerpted from:  http://www.amazon.com/   

As you read and highlight your book, please address the following guidelines:

For each of the 27 chapters: (you may want to use a format similar to the one on the next page)

a. Write a summary sentence identifying the main point.
b. Select two quotes from each chapter you find helpful in understanding various aspects of literature.

Please include parenthetical notation of the page number on which each quote can be found.
c. Explain how you could use this information in analyzing other works you have previously read.
d. Discuss AT LEAST three (3) things you learned from each chapter.

•
Keep these guidelines in mind when doing the following assignments: 

•
Always read over your finished work!

•
Type your responses.

•
Check your work with spell and grammar check.

•
Use Times New Roman or Arial – Font –Size 12

•
Double space

•
Heading on top left of your paper

•
Label each section (Before, During, After).
Do not “share” any work with your peers. 

John Doe 

English  

20 August 2018 

http://www.amazon.com/
kristyarellano
Highlight



SAMPLE FORMAT

How to Read Literature Like a Professor

Thomas C. Foster

Chapter 1 – Every Trip Is a Quest (Except When It’s Not)

A. Insert summary sentence identifying the main point

B. Insert first quote with parenthetical notation

C. Insert second quote with parenthetical notation

D. Insert explanation of how information could be used in analyzing other works

Chapter 2 – Nice to Eat You:  Acts of Communion

A. Insert summary sentence identifying the main point

B. Insert first quote with parenthetical notation

C. Insert second quote with parenthetical notation

D. Insert explanation of how information could be used in analyzing other works

Chapter 3 – Nice to Eat You:  Acts of Vampires

A. Insert summary sentence identifying the main point

B. Insert first quote with parenthetical notation

C. Insert second quote with parenthetical notation

D. Insert explanation of how information could be used in analyzing other works



REQUIRED SUMMER READING FOR 
AP Literature and Composition 

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a 
wealthy boy and the son of his father’s servant, caught in the tragic sweep of 
history, The Kite Runner transports readers to Afghanistan at a tense and 
crucial moment of change and destruction. A powerful story of friendship, it 
is also about the power of reading, the price of betrayal, and the possibility of 
redemption; and an exploration of the power of fathers over sons—their love, 
their sacrifices, their lies. 

Since its publication in 2003 Kite Runner has become a beloved, one-of-a-
kind classic of contemporary literature, touching millions of readers, and launching the career of 
one of America's most treasured writers. 

Excerpted from:  http://www.amazon.com 

You may purchase a book or download an e-book. 

After Reading:  Please respond to the following questions as completely as possible. Each answer 
should be a “mini-essay” (at least two paragraphs each). Please type this assignment (double spaced) 
and have it ready to turn in on the first day of school. 

1. The novel begins with Amir’s memory of peering down an alley, looking for Hassan who is
kite running for him. As Amir peers into the alley, he witnesses a tragedy. The novel ends
with Amir kite running for Hassan’s son, Sohrab, as he begins a new life with Amir in
America. Why do you think the author chooses to frame the novel with these scenes? Refer
to the following passage: “Afghans like to say; Life goes on unmindful of beginning,
end…crisis or catharsis, moving forward like a slow, dusty caravan of kochis (nomads).”
How is this significant to the framing of the novel?

2. The strong underlying force of this novel is the relationship between Amir and Hassan.
Discuss their friendship. Why is Amir afraid to be Hassan’s true friend? Why does Amir
constantly test Hassan’s loyalty? Why does he resent Hassan? After the kite running
tournament, why does Amir no longer want to be Hassan’s friend?

3. America acts as a place for Amir to bury his memories and a place for Baba to mourn this.
In America, there are “homes that made Baba’s house in Wazir Akbar Khan look like a

http://www.amazon.com/


servant’s hut.” What is ironic about this statement? What is the function of irony in this 
novel? 

4. Why is Baba disappointed by Amir’s decision to become a writer? During their argument
about his career path, Amir thinks, “I would stand my ground, I decided. I didn’t want to
sacrifice for Baba anymore. The last time I had done that, I damned myself.” What had
Amir sacrificed for Baba? How has Amir “damned himself”?

5. Amir’s confrontation with Assef in Wazir Akar Khan marks an important turning point in
the novel. Why does the author have Amir, Assef, and Sohrab all come together in this way?
What is the significance of the scar that Amir develops as a result of the confrontation? Why
is it important in Amir’s journey toward forgiveness and acceptance?

6. While in the hospital in Peshawar, Amir has a dream in which he sees his father wrestling a
bear: “They roll over a patch of grass, man and beast…they fall to the ground with a loud
thud and Baba is sitting on the bear’s chest, his fingers digging in his snout. He looks up at
me, and I see. He’s me. I am wrestling the bear.” Why is this dream so important at this
point in the story? What does this dream finally help Amir realize?

7. Amir and Hassan have a favorite story. Does the story have the same meaning for both
men? Why does Hassan name his son after one of the characters in the story?

8. Discuss the difference between Baba and Ali and between Amir and Hassan. Are Baba’s
and Amir’s betrayals and similarities in their relationships of their servants (if you consider
Baba’s act a betrayal) similar or different? Do you think that such betrayals are inevitable in
the master/servant relationship, or do you feel that they are due to flaws in Baba’s and
Amir’s characters, or are they the outcome of circumstances and characters?

•
Keep these guidelines in mind when doing the following assignments: 

•
Always read over your finished work!

•
Type your responses.

•
Check your work with spell and grammar check.

•
Use Times New Roman or Arial – Font –Size 12

•
Double space

•
Heading on top left of your paper

•
Label each section (Before, During, After).
Do not “share” any work with your peers. 

John Doe 

English  

20 August 2018 
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